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MAXWELL

Maxwell is a young skilled musician but is very shy in front of others. He tries
to play and perform in front of an audience but none have attended his recitals.
Feeling alone and having low confidence, Maxwell keeps to himself to protect
his emotions with the help of a companion. With his anxiety at an all-time high,
Maxwell has unintentionally made his insecurities manifest into a manipulative
shadow that only he can see and controls his actions with red strings attached

to every part of his body.

After one of his first performances,
Maxwell met an acquaintance named
Quentin, who was the only one who
attended. It meant so much to Maxwell
and he immediately fell in love. Despite
his attraction, his shadow has made him

too scared to approach Quentin.

Maxwell and his shadow have a specific
dynamic. The shadow prevents Maxwell
from doing anything he wants that
involves socializing or taking risks. But
with an opportunity to help Quentin and
possibly get closer to him, Maxwell will

change that dynamic.




QUENTIN

Quentin is a freelance detective but spends most of time experimenting with
different hobbies and eventually landed on music appreciation when he
attended Maxwell’s first recital. The two became acquainted afterwards and
wanted to hear more from Maxwell, but for some reason he was very distant

towards him but the musicians behavior just

made the detective more interested in him.

Quentin is much more open than
Maxwell and shows his appreciation and
emotions. Maxwell inspired Quentin

to pick up an instrument of his own
and chose the guitar as his first. As a
beginner, Quentin is having a hard time
trying to learn with no one around to

teach him.

Quentin is slowly thinking about quiting
on the idea but a part of him hoped he
could have Maxwell teach him so they

could play together.



THE SHADOW

Maxwell’s shadow manifested from his anxiety and insecurities, taking control
of his life but keeping him from taking big and small risks in his life. The
shadow believes it is protecting Maxwell and often aggressive when Maxwell
tries to resist. The red string from its fingers controls Maxwell like a puppet to

keep him from doing anything and to punish him with his own body.




SUMMARY

A musician bas an opportunity to get close to bis love interest. But bis
anxiety and insecurities, in the form of bis shadow, wants him to forget the

idea and move on by pulling aggressively on the strings attached to him.

After a rainy day, Maxwell was on his way to play at “The Music Box” where it was
usually empty and the musician could be alone and play for himself. When Maxwell
arrives he see’s his crush, Quentin, playing the guitar on the stage inside but with
a small frown on his face. Quentin has wanted to learn the guitar for a while and

Maxwell had realized that and he saw the opportunity to get close to him.

With the idea growing on Maxwell, his shadow manifests behind him and pull him
away with the usual angry look in its eyes. The shadow gestures Maxwell to stay
away from Quentin, believing it’s a waste of time and that Quentin would never
feel the same about him. Maxwell looks back at Quentin with a tear in his eye,
refusing to give up on Quentin. He tries to go inside but the shadow keeps pulling

him back with the strings and makes him slap himself as grow bigger with anger.

Maxwell starts to get scared but is still determined to be with Quentin. Maxwell
makes another attempt and the shadow pulling him back, the force was enough to
make one of the strings break. The shadow snap and becomes a giant dark entity
then grabs Maxwell to throw him into a nearby alley. The shadow towers over

Maxwell and raises its claw and is about to strike, making him close his eyes in fear.




But the musician looks back on his past at the end of his first performance,

remembering Quentin applauding him with a smile and throwing a rose on stage,
giving him the confidence and courage to break free from his strings. Maxwell opens

his eyes to see the shadow is gone and hurries into the store.

As Maxwell approaches, Quentin also remembers Max’s performance and is what
inspired him to play the guitar. Quentin embraces Maxwell, making him shed a small
tear and smile. They both get on stage together with their guitars and begin to play a

song together before their shadows lean in to Kkiss.

The story is about a musician with a common fear that many can relate to, wanting
to grow close with someone they care about very much even if it risks the connection
they already have. The theme of story is how anxiety can control the decisions we
make and ultimately our lives in the long run. What I want audiences to take from
the story is to not let their anxiety and negative emotions influence their decisions

and take back control with more opportunities in their lives.
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The characters live in a modern world that is populated by small animal

inspired creatures. The Music Box is a music store located in a small city with
a large community. The environment is full of desaturated color to reflect on
Maxwell’s current state of mind, losing sight of color and becoming black and

white like his music sheets.
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The Music Box is filled with accessories, sheet music, instruments, and more. It

is also where Maxwell likes to play and where Quentin tries to practice playing
his guitar on the small stage inside. The store is often empty so it makes the

perfect place for both of them.




